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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FORTY-FIFTH 
ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 


Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of Nebraska 


_ The Forty-Fifth Annual Convention of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska convened in St. 
Paul’s English Evangelical Lutheran Church, Grand 
Island, Nebraska, October 10-14, 1917, Rev. L. L. 
Lipe, Pastor. 


EVENING SERVICE. 


Wednesday, October 10, 8:00 P. M. 
The Synodical Sermon was preached by the Presi- 
dent, Rev. C. B. Harman, D. D., from Matt. 6:33. 


FIRST SESSION. 
Thursday, October 11, 9:00 A. M. 


The devotional service was conducted by the Chap- 
lin of Synod, Rev. L. Groh, D. D. This was followed 
by the administration of the Synodical Communion 
conducted by the President and Secretary, assisted by 
Rev. C. H. Lewis, using the full Common Service. 

The session was opened in due form by the Presi- 
dent, using the Liturgical Service. 

The President appointed L. J. Powell and G. B. 
Weaver as members of the Committee on Reference 
and Counsel. 


¥ 
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The Roll Call of Clerical delegates found a quorum 
present. 

Lay Delegates were enrolled. 

The President read his report as follows: 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


Brethren of the Synod of Nebraska: 

By the mercies of God we are permitted to assemble here 
in this, the 45th session of our growing Synod, to recount some 
of the deeds done during the past year and to consider plans 
and methods for the further development of our “dear old 
Church” in this great state of ours. This report, as well as 
others to be made, will, as usual, give occasion for rejoicing, 
but there will also be sufficient items to moderate our pride 
against the danger of unchristian exaltation. 

We humbly submit the report of our official acts for the 
year, together with some statements and suggestions which we 
deem worthy of your consideration. 


Accessions. 


9400 November 8—W. A. Donaldson, from the East Ohio Synod. 
November 15—M. A. Ritzen, from the Synod of Iowa. 
November 30—Henry Voegtly, from the East Ohio Synod. 
December 21—G. B. Weaver, from the Rocky Mountain 

Synod. 
May 3i—J. C. Fitting, from the German Nebraska Synod. 
October 5—C. W. Seville, from the Kansas Synod. 


Dismissals. 


November 8—A. H. Trygstadt, to the Synod of Iowa. 

November 10—Gustay Klatt, to the German Nebraska 
Synod. 

December 18—C. 8S. Powell, to the Kansas Synod. 

February 12—-Geo. Dorn, to the Synod of Iowa. 

May 10—W. A. Donaldson, to the Olive Branch Synod. 

September 6—F. 8S. Delo, to the Rocky Mountain Synod. 

September 18—J. C. Miller, to the Synod of Central Illinois. 

September 26——C. W. Nelson, to the Kansas Synod. 


Resignations. 
November 3—C. 8. Powell, Oshkosh. 
January 26—Geo. Dorn, Wilber. 
February 18—P. O. Machetzki, Ponca. 
March 11—W. A. Donaldson, Sidney. 
May 6—L. Groh, St. Mark's, Omaha. 
June 3—Jos. C. Miller, Bruning. 
July 1—H. Wennermark, Oakland. 
July 1—F. 8S. Delo, Paxton-Sutherland. 
August 5—C. W. Nelson, Benson. 
September 21—C. B. Harman, North Platte. : 
September 23——-M. A. Ritzen, Auburn. 
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Calls Accepted. 

November 23—Henry Voegtly, Davenport. 

March 1—John Hershey, Stella. 

March 1—Wm., Klink, Wilber. 

April 15—F. C. Fitting, McCool. 

August 20—*. de Freese, St. Mark's, Omaha. 

Septenber 9—C. W. Seville, Sidney-Gurley. 

September 19—Wm. Hoffman, Paxton-Sutherland. 

September 28—C. B. Harman, Church of Our Redeemer, 
Omaha, 

October 1—H, Wennermark, Bruning. 


Installations. 


November 23 and 24—W. A. Donaldson at Sidney and Gur- 
ley, respectively. C. B. Harman giving both charges and per- 
forming act of installation. 

December 17——K. de Freese at Hooper, L. M. Kuhns deliv- 
ering charges to both pastor and people and performing act of 
installation. 

December 17——W. A. Ritzen at Auburn, C. A. Lowe having 
charge of the services and preaching the sermons. 

December 28—~G. B. Weaver at Hampton, C. E. Sparks de- 
livering charge to pastor, and W. T. Kahse to the people and 
performing act of installation. 

February 7—Henry Voegtly at Davenport, L. M. Kuhns in 
charge, preaching both sermons and performing act of installa- 
tion. 

July 29—J. C. Fitting at McCool, G. B. Weaver preaching 
fernon to the congregation, and ©. E. Sparks to the pastor and 
performing act of installation. 


Supplies. 

L. M. Kuhns supplies Tekamah for several months during 
first part of synodical year, and during the last three months 
has been the pastor in charge of Grace, Omaha. This congre- 
gation is to be commended for the gracious act of granting the 
services of their pastor, C. N. Swihart, for three months to the 
zovernment in the camp at Deming, and that on full salary. 

Cc. R. Lowe at Homer, during part of the year. 

E. Polilman at the request of the congregation at Eagle, 
has rendered acceptable service there, resulting in the organiza- 
tion of a Church for our Synod. 

Oo. W. Ebright, a student of the Wittenberg Seminary, sup- 
plied during the summer months at Oshkosh. 

Ernest Mortensen, a student of our Western Seminary, 
spent his summer vacation at Lewellen. Both these young ~nen 
gave great satisfaction. 

New Congregations. 

We have to present to Synod, applications from two con- 
grecations asking admittance into our Synod. These are the 
Church of Our Redeemer, Omaha, and Trinity Church, Eagle. 
They are both promising fields. 


sree. 
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Vacancies. 


The following pastorates are at the present without pastors: 
Auburn, Benson, Homer-Hubbard, Oakland, Pawnee, Ponca, 
Tekamah, Paxton-Sutherland, Oshkosh-Lewellen. 


Corner Stone Laying. 

The corner stone of the new Zion Church at Benedict, was 
laid with the impressive services of our Church, Sunday after- 
noon, May 27. Prof. Holmes Dysinger, D. D., LL. D., preached 
the sermon, and Rev. C. E. Sparks assisted in the service. 


Dedications. 


Grace Church, Lewellen, was dedicated October 29, as pre- 
announced in our last year’s report. Rev. H. L. Yarger, D. D., 


was present, preaching the sermon in the morning and having 


charge of the finances. The week following special services 
were held, addresses being delivered by F. 8. Delo, C. B. Har- 
man, and the pastor, C. 8. Powell. This Church has no debt. 

St. Luke’s Church, Emerson, was dedicated May 6. L. J. 
Powell preached in the morning and had charge of the finances. 
A fellowship service was held in the afternoon and L. M. Kuhns 
preached in the evening; $4,500 was needed to cover the expense 
of the building, but $100 was pledged above this needed amount 
and some has been received since. This is a beautiful, churchly 
and complete building, a splendid monument to the grand ef- 
forts of this most faithful congregation and diligent pastor. In 
addition to this fine church building they now have a 9%-room 
modern parsonage. The actual cash outlay represented is 
$16,000. This achievement has been wrought within 18 months. 
During this year they have raised and paid out for the building 
and regular current expenses nearly $12,000. This is remark- 
able. They have recently, too, done a most fitting thing in in- 
creasing the salary of their pastor. May all their good deeds 
be continued and be emulated by all our congregations. 

The Zion Church at Benedict, was dedicated September 23. 
Impressive services were held throughout the day. The Rev. 
H. L. Yarger, D. D., preached in the morning and had charge 
of the offering, and Prof. H. Dysinger, D. D., LL. D., preached 
in the evening. The following former pastors were present and 
had some part in the services: R. A. White, G. W. Livers and D. 
H. Schultz. The cost of the new church was $9,700. The result 
of the day's offering was nearly $3,500; since then $450 has been 
pledged, leaving less than $500 indebtedness. The building is 
54x34 with choir loft and pastor's room additional. It is con- 
structed of hollew tile and rough faced pressed brick. The base- 
ment is nine feet in the clear and is modern in every particular. 
The main auditorium and the Sunday School are finished with 
yellow pine; pews, altar and pulpit being golden oak, dull finish. 
Above the altar the window has the figure of Christ in 
Gethsemane. The Sunday School roo-n is separated from the 
main auditorium by a Wilson rolling partition and has a seating 
capacity, including balcony, of more than a hundred. Including 
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this the entire seating capacity of the building is about 225 with 
extra room for 75 chairs. Services were also held on Monday 
and Tuesday evenings at which Dr. Dysinger and C. H. Lewis 
delivered addresses. Pastor and people are to be commended 
for this splendid achievement. During the coming year we will 
look for that new parsonage for which this good people are now 
planning. 

Grace Church, Hooper, was dedicated November 5, 1916. At 
the morning service, Rev. H. L. Yarger, D. D., preached the 
dedicatory sermon and had charge of the finances at the morn- 
ing and afternoon services. Rev. S. de Freese preached at the 
afternoon service, and Rev. L. J. Powell at the evening service 
and concluded the financial efforts. The building is a frame 
structure with full concrete basement. It is churchly in every 
respect with full Lutheran appointments. The entire cost of the 
building was $10,000, $5,300 of which amount was raised before 
and on the day of dedication, leaving a debt of $4,700. This 
congregation has done well in the time of her short history 
of a little more than two years. They aim this year to become 
self-supporting. They are to be commended. 

Upon the ashes of Christ's Church, Davenport, a new $15,- 
000 building is in process of construction, the corner stone of 
which will no doubt soon be laid. We rejoice in the courage 
and willingness to work on the part of this congregation, with 
their vision for larger and better things in their work for their 
Church and their Master. 


Improvements of Church Property. 


On this the following items have been reported: 
Auburn—General improvements $175; indebtedness of $300 
licuidated. 
Beatrice—$135 paid on parsonage. 
Benedict—Full basement with cement floor. Metal ceiling 
and walls in Church, paint inside and out at cost of $850. 
Lincoln—Unveiling of beautiful altar painting, work of a 
member of congregation. 
Davenport—$13,000 in sight for the new Church. 
Ericsson—Paid for church painting and papering. 
Hardy—lImprovements about parsonage. Piano for Jewell. 
McCool—Parsonage bought at a cost of $3,000. Paid $2,800. 
Nebraska City—Parsonage painted, cost $128. 
Dakota—Installing furnace. 
North Platte—$6,200 on hand for new Church and plans 
and specifications about ready for final adoption. 
Oakland—Debt reduced $175. 
Omaha—Grace. New pews bought and paid for; cost $331. 
St. Luke's. Finished paying for Parish House and 
improved the same at a cost of about $200. 
St. Mark’s. Debt reduced about $300. 
Potter—$100 paid on note and $100 on improvements. 
Paxton—Garage paid for; interior improvements, paper- 
ing, pulpit carpet, electric lights, $181; bell, $100; total, $330. 
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Rising City—Basement improvement. Cost $1,200. 

Sidney-Gurley—Will furnish pastor with automobile. 

Sutherland—Papering and stove, $152; sidewalk and debt, 
$141. 
Stella—Parsonage improvements $275. 

Walton—Debt reduced by $500. 

Wayne—Bath room and range $290. 

West Point—$800 on debt. 

York—$350 piano purchased and $55 spent on interior 
decorations. 

Omaha—Kountze Memorial—Mortgage on church property 
paid, $2,800. 

Pastors’ Salary Increased. 

The following have reported favorably on this item: 

York, Wilber, Stella, Falls City, Emerson, St. Luke's, 5t. 
Mark’s, Kountze Memorial, Omaha, and North Platte have 
added to the pastors’ support; Sidney-Gurley, Paxton-Suther- 
land, Oakland, Stanford, and Wolbach have become self-sup- 
porting. 

Miscellancous. 

We take pleasure in noting here that the questionaire sent 
out by your president this year revealed some very encouraging 
facts, especially as to some of the things emphasized a year 
azo. Twenty some reported that the apportionment was paid in 
full, several again this year with excess. A goodly number re- 
ported, too, that more than half of the amount apportioned to 
their congregation was paid before the first half of the year. 
One congregation paid the entire amount at Easter time. Let 
us all strive to do even better the coming year. 

Nearly every pastor reported that something had been done 
or planned yet to be done in the way of celebrating this anni- 
Versary year. Several Churches have alone or joined with others 
in celebrating on a large scale. We also have found that the 
Mission Fest wherever held this year resulted much more grati- 
fyingly than ever before in attendance and offering. This might 
be taken up with other of our congregations to great advantage. 
Renewed effort has evidently been put forth to interest young 
men in the sacred calling of the ministry with encouraging re- 
sults. Let's continue our efforts with increased energy, pray- 
ing more fervently and hopefully that ‘the Lord of the harvest 
will send forth the needed laborers for his harvest.’ 

We have received urgent communications frdédm various 
#ources of our general bodies. The officers of the General 
Synod have written appealingly concerning the proposed merger. 
Action on this will come up in the report of our delegates to the 
General Synod. We predict hearty and unanimous action re- 
specting this. Our Foreign Mission Board also desires that at- 
tention be called to the Diamond Jubilee offering campaign, and 
that a resolution favoring the same, be approved by this body. 
The Inner Mission Board asks that we send the chairman of our 
synodical committee to a general meeting to be held in [itts- 
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burgh next month and that we pay the traveling expenses of 
said trip; also that we consider the adoption of a set of resolu- 
tions they have sent respecting the office of lay reader. We 
have also letters from Falls City, Nebraska, setting forth plans 
for a Lutheran Hospital, hoped to be erected in this city, in 
which the moral support of this Synod is asked. 


Recommendations. 


1. That this Synod pass a resolution favoring the effort of 
the Foreign Mission Board to raise a Quadri-Centennial Fund 
of $300,000. 

2. That the resolutions respecting the office of Lay Reader 
receive the attention of this session of Synod under things 
“elemosenary.” 

3. That the Falls City Hospital movement be considered by 
this body, being made an item of business on Friday afternoon, 
at which time the representatives from said city be given a 
hearing. 

4. That the Synod attend to the disposition of the Church 
property at Surprise. 

Thanking all who have rendered us personal assistance 
again during the year, encouraged us in our efforts to serve the 
Synod as faithfully as we could and helped in every way possible 
to advance the interests of the Church and the Kingdom, we 
with mingled feeling of joy and regret return to you the sacred 
trust re-committed to our care a year ago. 

Cc. B. HARMAN. 


The Treasurer's Report was read, and adopted as 


‘follows, with a vote of thanks to Mr. Don Severn for 


auditing the same: 


TREASURER'sS REPORT. 


Your Treasurer respectfully submits the following report 
of his office for the year ending October 2, 19127: 


Receipts. 

Casts om ham ccc $ 1,517.31 
Received for General Symod...... 368.00 
Received for Synodical 831.14 
Received for Synodical Missions............ —wTrt. 1,203.04 
Received for Home Missions......... odevicsdowanen 1,854.31 
Received for Foreign Missions: 

General Fumi $ 1,539.16 

Distressed Missions. . . 290.94 

Brecklum University. . .......«.- 5.00 


2,055.10 
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Received for Church Extension: 
Special. ee eee 1,327.02 


2,567.01 
Received for Board of Bducation.........66+s+ee5- 995.81 
Received for Ministerial Education: 


General Fur. . 1,146.53 
Special for Mr. Voss. 125.00 
Returned by Mr. R. E. Albright. . 63.00 
1,334.53 
Received for Pastors’ Fund... . ...... ewe 489.00 
Received for Deaconess Board. . ..........-. 339.72 
Received for National Lutheran Homme.............. 233.75 
Received for Tabitha Home: 
Elevator Fund. . 374.15 
816.92 
Received for Nachusa Home. . . 187.61. 
Received for Midland College..............6cce08. 658.00 
Received for Reformation Celebration, Atchison..... 5.00 
Disbursements. 
Paid Treasurer of General Synod..............+.5.. $ 368.00 
Paid Treasurer of Synodical Missions.............. - 1,203.04 
Paid Treasurer of Home Missions................. 1,854.31 
Paid Treasurer of Foreign Missions: 
1,539.16 
Diamond Jubilee. . ..... 75.00 
Distressed Missions. . ............ 290.94 
Brecklum University. . .......... 5.00 
2,010.10 
Paid Rev. George Albreght, for Diamond Jubilee.... 45.00 
Paid Treasurer of Church Extension............... 2,525.45 
Paid Rev. J. E. Hummon, special Church Extension... 41.56 
Paid Treasurer of Board of Education............... 995.81 
Paid Treasurer of Pastors Fund.................. 489.00 
Paid Treasurer ef Deaconess Board............... ‘ 339.72 
Paid Treasurer of Nati 1 Lutheran Home........ 233.76 
Paid Treasurer of Tabit bo 816.92 
Paid Treasurer of Seminary Contingent Fund........ 191.06 
Paid Treasurer of Nachusa Home................. ‘ 187.61 
Paid Rev. R. B. Peery for Midland College........ 658.00 
Paid Treasurer of Reformation Celebration Committee 5.00 


Paid from Synodical Treasury: 
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Baker Bros. Engraving Co..... .... 14.21 
Standard Printing Co............... 26.00 
Lutheran Publication Society........ 319.88 
51.42 
3.50 
2.00 
12.52 
Ge Wa 2.75 
F. 8S. Delo. 6.95 
D. 0 cece ce 6.00 
Paid from Ministerial Education Fund: 
$100.00 
(‘ash on hand as follows: 
Synodical Treasury. . .......+.+:. ..8 631.47 
Ministerial Education. . ......«.+.«-. - 1,522.46 
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679.05 


850.00 
2,153.93 


$15,647.31 
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Total received during the year for all objects was $14,130.00, 
an excess over last year of $2,995.61. Twenty-eight churches 
gave an excess of $3,332.47, one just met the apportionment. 
Twenty-one churches gave a deficit of $1,411.68. Synod gave 
an excess of $1,754.09 teward three objects, and a deficit of 
$881.64 toward ten objects. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jos. H. MILLER. 
To the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska: 

Gentlemen: I have made a careful examination of the 
books and vouchers of your treasurer, Jos. H. Miller, and find 
the figures as set forth in his report to be correct, and herewith 
submit my report as auditor of same. 


Balance on hand, October 2, 1916.........6ceeeeees $ 1,517.31 
Received during the year... 14,130.00 
$15,647.31 
Total amount expended during year..........ee.es6.5 13,493.38 
Balance om hand October 3, 1917................ $2,153.93 
Bank Balance October 3, 1917...... $6,360.65 
Checks issued outstanding.......... 4,206.72 
$2,153.93 


Yours respectfully, 


DON SEVERN, Cashier. 
(See also Appendix A.) 


The Report of the Statistical Secretary was read 
and adopted. 

(See Appendix B.) 

The Historian’s Report was read, and referred to a 
committee to be .presented later. 

The hours for the sessions of Synod were fixed by 
motion, as 9:00 A. M. to 12:00 M., and 2:00 P. M. to 
5:00 P. M. | 

The bar of Synod was fixed by motion as the first 
seven rows of pews. 

The election of officers resulted as follows: 

President, Rev. S. H. Yerian, Ph. D. 

Secretary, Rev. C. E. Sparks. 

Treasurer, H. Miller, M. D. 

Statistical retary, Rev. G. B. Weaver. 

Historian, Rev. R. A. White. 
Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. L. Groh, D. D. 


a 


. OF THE SYNOD OF NEBRASKA 15 


SECOND SESSION. 


Thursday, October 11, 2:00 P. M. 


Meeting called to order by the President, and open- 
ed with prayer by Rev. A. M. Reitzel. 
Roll Call. 


Minutes of the previous session were read and 
adopted. 


The President appointed the following committees 
for the sessions of Synod: 


Committees. 


President's Report—J. H. Fetterolf, M. E. Bollinger, C. W. 
Seville, J. F. Smith, J. W. Black. 

North Platte Conference—H. H. Hanson, M. L. Melick, F. 
H. merling, Jacob Reichert. 

uth Platte Conference—G. W. Livers, R. A. White, L N. 

Augustine, F. P. Culbertson. 

Leave of Absence and Excuses—J. Matthiessen, E. Bollman, 
Fred Peterson, Chris Kemmerer. . 

Letters and Papers—cC. B. Harman, J. C. Fitting, G. W. 
Snyder, Arthur Anderson. 

Resolutions—L. M. Kuhns, H. Wennermark, G. A. Crannel, 
L. Groh. 

Apportionment—C. R. Lowe, R. W. Livers, L. J. Powell, 
K. de Freese. 

Protocol—P. A. J. Buelow, 8S. de Freese, M. A. Ritzen. 

Vacancies—W. T. Kahse, E. W. Doering, W. H. Scott. 

New Congregations—C. F. Koch, E. Lee Fleck, R. B. Peery, 
W. W. Seng. 

Calendar—oO. D. Baltzly, A. M. Reitzel, C. H. Lewis, R. B. 
Weller. 

Claims and Pooling of Expenses—J. H. Miller, G. B. Weaver, 
J. C. Hershey, J. E. Sebastian. 

Sunday Services—L. L. Lipe, I. N. Augustine. 

Reporters—For Lutheran Church Work and Observer, R. 
M. Badger. For local papers, J. C. Hershey. For state papers, 
Cc. H. Lewis. 

Historian's Report—M. L. Melick, M. Kuhns, O. D. 
Baltzly. 

Auditing—J. F. Smith, G. B. Weaver. 


The Report of the Committee on New Congrega- 
tions was read, and adopted as follows: 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NEW CONGREGATIONS. 


Your Committee has received applications for membership 
in this Synod from two congregations, to-wit: The Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer, Omaha, and the Trinity 
Evangelical English Lutheran church of Eagle, County of Cass, 
Nebraska, Rev. E. Bollman, pastor. 

The respective constitutions of these congregations have 
been submitted, and on examination it is found that they are in 
accord with the Doctrinal Position of the General Synod, and 
therefore eligible to membership in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of Nebraska, and we hereby recommend their reception 
into the Synod. Respectfully submitted, 


Cc. FRANKLIN KOCH, Chairman. 
E. LEE FLECK. 
R. B. PEERY. 


The Report of the Synodical Sunday School Secre- 
tary was read, and adopted as follows: 


REPORT OF SYNODICAL SUNDAY SCHOOL SECRETARY. 


The past year has been one of progress in this depart-nent, 
and while the results are not shown in wonderful increases, as 
revealed by the statistics, we feel that in many places the schools 
are better organized for more effective work. We have been 
Pleased to note a more general response from the workers, a 
more hearty desire to come up to the Standard, and a more cor- 
dial co-operation. We wish to express our appreciation to the 
pastors who have so willingly co-operated in giving us desired 
information from time to time. This data is on file, and can 
now be used as a basis for more aggressive effort to assist the 
various schools to become more efficient. 


The Standard of Efficiency. The 20-point Standard adopted 
at the last meeting of the Synod has now been before the work- 
ers for a year. That it is not too high is indicated by the fact 
that more schools have come nearer to its attainment, Yet, 
we wish to emphasize the fact that attaining this Standard of 
Efficiency does not mean that a school is perfect, that it has 
nothing -nore to strive for. This Standard is more nearly a 
scaffolding from which to build. There is so much to be done 
in our schodls and by our schools, that this Standard has about 
the same relation to an efficient school as the skeleton of the 
body has to the living organism. 


Schools Attaining the Standard of Efficiency. This report 
is based on the reports that have come to us. If there are any 
errors, if any schools are not credited with all they have at- 
tained, the blame is not ours but with the one reporting. ALLEN 
and EMERSON report having attained the full 20-point 
Standard; Kountze Memorial, Omaha; Grace, Omaha: Lincoln, 
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Ponca, and York, are very near, lacking one or parta of one or 
more points. ALLEN, EMERSON, LINCOLN and PONCA 
have attained the General Synod Minimum Standard, and are en- 
titled to receive the Standard Certificate from our General Synod 
Sunday School Committee; Grace, Omaha, Stamford-Trinity,. and 
York are within a half-point of this Minimum Standard. Oth- 
ers are so close that we feel a little extra effort will make full 
attainment a fact before the close of the calendar year. 


Leaflets. No/‘leaflets have been issued this year, although 
some were contemplated; the leaflets furnished by our Pub- 
lication Society on the various parts of the Elementary Division 
work have been distributed, but not as generally as they 
should be. 


Teacher Training. This part of the work has made com- 
“nendable progress. There were no classes enrolled last year, 
although six were reported; this year we can report twelve 
classés regularly enrolled with us: Benedict-Bethel, Dakota 
City-Salem (correspondence course), Emerson, Homer Hooper, 
Paxton, Ponca, Omaha-Grace, Wilber, Allen, Wayne, York, rep- 
resenting 121 students; in addition, we have conducted the ex- 
aminations for a class of five members in another Synod, (St. 
Peter's Church at Parada, near Falls City): there were repre- 
sentatives in a union class at Stamford. Members of these last 
two classes have completed the work: Emerson, Wayne, and 
Wilber classes have taken one or more examinations. 

There have been promises made on the reports sent in, 
which, if all are able to make good, will result in 18 new classes 
this fall, some in Teen Age classes, some for present officers 
and teachers, and some for correspondence work. . 

It was decided at the Synodical Sunday School Secretaries’ 
Conference at Chicago in June, to stress Teacher Training this 
year, urging the formation of classes not only adults, but for 
boys and girls in the ~niddle teens, thus preparing them for ef- 
fective service later. The classes held at the Sunday School hour 
will simply use the regular text-book, displacing for a year the 
uniform lessons. 

Several pastors have had difficulty in persuading their 
classes to take the ‘written examinations.” We wish to state 
that any pupil who can answer the test questions at the end of 
each chapter will be able to answer any question in the ‘written 
review’ (a term preferable to the word examination) for the 
questions for this written review are taken from the test ques- 

Offcrings. We note with regret that many schools do not 
report offerings for various phases of beneficence. Only 20 
report taking offerings for Nachusa Orphanage, 33 report offer- 
ings for Church Extension, 29 for Board of E@ucation, 25 for 
Home Missions and only 16 report offerings for Foreign Missions. 
Only 12 have helped to support the Synodical Sunday School 
work. In view of the fact that we have 53 schools open in the 
Synod, these figures speak for themselves. 
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As we study the returns we are forced to ask ourselves the 
question: Does the Church really believe that the teaching of 
the Word of God is a serious business? Does she really believe 
in the last commission of Jesus Christ to make disciples of all 
the nations? An ounce of practice is worth a ton of theory. 


Schools Suspended. We have learned from the reports sent 
in that several schools are reported as closed, namely, Ericson, 
Hubbard, South Sioux, Waverly, and Sutherland. We might 
mention one or two others that seem to be leading a precarious 
existence, tut hope they will be revived in the near future. 
Such conditions are regrettable and especially so in these days of 
stress when every agency for moral and spiritual control should 
be carefully conserved. 


Office and Field Work. During the year we have made ad- 
dresses or held conferences in the interests of this work at Ne- 
braska City, Hooper, Wayne, Wilber, Beatrice, Lincoln, and 
Benedict. Dates for four future conferences have been arranged 
at this meeting of Synod. In addition to these meetings we 
have appeared in our official capacity before the State Sunday 
School Convention at Omaha, and in the mid-year meeting of 
the Board of Directors of the State Association at Lincoln. We 
were asked to sit in conference with other Synodical Sunday 
School Secretaries as we planned, under Dr. Wiles’ supervision, 
how to make this department more effective. This conference 
resulted in unifying the efforts throughout the whole General 
Synod. 

During the year we have sent out about 5°00 circular letters, 
about 100 personal letters, besides nearly 190 postal cards, and 
if time had permitted, this amount could have been doubled or 
trebled with corresponding larger results. 


Chart Record. We have prepared another chart indicating 
the points attained by each school in the Synod. Last year’s 
chart was an object of much interest in the Synodical Sunday 
School Secretaries’ Conference, and there was a request that the 
Secretary of Synod send a copy of the minutes containing this 
chart reproduction to each Synodical Sunday School Secretary in 
the General Synod, and this was done. 


Statistical. We note that there are reported 42 Cradle Rolls 
with an enrollment of 892, compared with 40 Cradle Rolls and 
839 members last year. The schools reporting the largest Cradle 
Rolls are Kountze Memorial-Omaha with 8&0 members, and 
Emerson with 64 ynembers. This year there are 27 Home De- 
partments with 382 members, as against 18 Home Departments 
and 536 members last year. The largest Home Departments 
are found at Emerson with 110 members and at North Platte 
with 60 members. We are pleased to note the almost universal 
use of Lutheran literature, all but one reporting using Lutheran 
lesson helps, and all but four reporting using Lutheran Sunday 
School papers exclusively. We find that 39 schools are using 
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1,612 copies of Lutheran Young People, and 29 schools are dis- 
tributing 894 copies of Lutheran Boys and Girls. The total 
enrollment in all departments is 7,406, a decrease of 338 com- 
pared with last year. 


Miscellaneous, It was of interest to note that the average 
per cent of attendance of Sunday Schoo! officers and teachers at 
Church services is about 90 per cent, while the attendance of 
Church officers at Sunday School is from 25 to 40 per cent. 

Walton and Hardy-Jewell were the only ones reporting 100 
per cent of the children over 9 attending the preaching service. 

We feel that a word of commendation should be spoken 
relative to the recognition given the Sunday Schoo! in the West- 
ern Theological Seminary in their special course on that sub- 
ject. We have found the graduates of the Seminary since this 
feature was added to be in full sympathy with the most ap- 
proved methods of Sunday School work, and are always anxious 
to bring their schools up to a high standard of efficiency. 


Recommendations. 

1. That a zine etching be made of the Chart to be pub- 
lished in the Minutes of Synod. 

2. That a special effort be made to have students enrolled 
in Teacher Training, either in teen age classes, or classes for 
present officers and teachers, or in the Correspondence Course. 

3. That each school should make a strenuous effort to at- 
tain to at least the General Synod Minimum Standard, and that 
many more seek to reach the full 20-point Standard during the 
Reformation Jubilee year. 

4. That more attention be given to the various offerings 
for beneficence in order to train the children to think of the 
needs of others. 

5. That the claim of $14.11 for expenses during the year 
be approved. 


The Report of the Young People’s Superintendent 
was read, and adopted as follows: 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
WORK, 


The interest our Churches have in their Y. P. 8. seems to be 
somewhat in the increase. It is, however, far from being satis- 
factory. We feel that the situation must be handled with 
promptness and sincerity. 

One reason why our Y. P. 8. have been neglected is be- 
cause of the lack of uniformity among the societies of the state. 

Another reason is that in the past we have had no definite 
plans of work and no stated aims which our Y. P. 8. are at- 
tempting to reach. 

It is for this reason that the superintendent of the societies 
prepared a chart of efficiency, or program of work if you would 
rather call it so. 
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This standard of efficiency or program of work, has been 
presented and indorsed by the ex-Committee of the L. L., at its 
annual meeting at Omaha, and later with a few changes by the 
State L. L. Convention in session at Emerson. 

A copy of the original has been sent to every pastor of the 
Synod. 

General impressions received by reading replies to ques- 
tionary: 

Sixty congregations and 20 Y. P. 8. 

Luther Leagues 12, C. E. 8. 

Lierature used as prescribed by State Associations. Ex- 
cept one. 

On the question of co-operation with Miss. Society. 8 yes, 
12 no. 

Seven young men have been won through Y. P. 8 for the 
ministry. Four in former years while three are taking up this 
study at present, and two being in prospect. | 

Among the definite results achieved during this last year, 
the following are mentioned: Literature changed from C. E. 
to L. L. Denation of Bibles to the soldiers, support of native 
workers and students on the fields of foreign mission. Con- 
tribution toward local building fund of local congregation. Dona- 
tion of Christmas gifts to destitutes, etc. 


“PROGRAM OF WORK” OUTLINED FOR STATE LUTHER 
| LEAUGUE OF NEBRASKA. 


I. Organization. 
. Name: Luther League. 
A Luther League in every Congregation of Synod. 
At least 75 per cent of members attending regularly. 
An increase of at least 10 per cent in gross mem- 
bership annually. 
Dividing of the State League into districts. 
Regular business and social meetings. 
. Dues to local and State League paid promptly. 
IL Educational. 
1. A copy of Luther League Topics or of Luther 
League Review available for each member in 
each home. 
2. A Reading Course maintained. 
3. Representation at State Conventions and District 
Conventions. 


Iil. Devotional. 
1. Regular weekly devotional meeting. 


All active members taking turns in leading meetings. 
Daily Bible reading and study by every Luther 
League’. 


Missionary. 
1. 


Active co-operation of some kind to hold before the 
League members the call of the Ministry and 
the Deaconness work. 


#, 
| 
| | 
5 
¥ 
$ 
| 
| 
gi 
| 
9 
2. 
| 
| 
| 
Bil 
Al 
: 


OF THE SYNOD OF NEBRASKA 21 


te 


Due appeal to our Leaguers to attend our own 
Church schgola. 

3. <A regular stated contribution annually for some 

special or benevolent object of the local 

Church. 


The Greetings of the W. H. & F. M. were given by 
Mrs. D. M. Neiswanger, to which the President re- 
sponded. 

Rev. C. F. Koch was appointed to carry the greet- 
ings of the Synod to the W. H. & F. M. 

Rev. D. H. Shultz, of the Rocky Mountain Synod, 
was received as an advisory member. 


The Report of the Committee on the State of The 
Church was read, and adopted as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTER ON STATE OF THE CHURCH, 


Your committee has formulated the following report from 
the first twenty-two reports that caméd to our hands, and the 
only ones that were in time to figure in this report. The informa- 
tion gathered was on: 

1. The Church—Statistical. 

2. The Church—Devotional. 

3. The Church tducational. 

4. The Church—Evangelistic. 

5. The Church—Philanthropic. 


First. The Church—Statistical. For more complete figures 
than this committee received from the brethren, see the table of 
parochial reports. Here you will find on the whole, a slow but 
healthful growth as to communicant membership. Sinee our 
Nebraska people are largely of the producing class, and consid- 
ering the present high prices of products, it appears to your 
committee that the figures in the column “Debts Liquidated,” 
are too low, and those in the column “Present Indebtedness,” 
too high. Those in the column of “Present Improvements,” are 
mnuch better. 

It appears from the reports that very few of the people 
contribute according to their ability, and the growth in this 
means.of grace is slow. We recommend that our pastors teach 
more plainly and strongly on this subject. 

The per cent of Sunday School scholars over a year ago at- 
tending Church services is significant in the Lutheran Church 
particularly. Of the 22 reports at hand two report that 100 
per cent of such scholars attend Church. Twelve make no reply 
on this question. The other twelve of the 22 report in figures 
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running from 20 per cent to 70 per cent, averaging about 46 per 
cent. We judge from these figures that not over 50 per cent 
of these young people in our Sunday School attend Church ser- 
vices. All our pastors should exert themselves for improvement 
here. 

Second. The Church—Devotional. Nearly all our pastory 
report that the Lenten Season has been observed with good re- 
sults. But such results are mostly hard to find in the figures 
of the reports generally. Nearly or quite all the brethren re- 
port a very smail attendance at the Sunday evening services, and 
even at the Communion services. Of the 22 reports at hand, 
seven have a mid-week prayer meeting; the highest “actual 
average attendance” is 13, the lowest 8, and the average of 
all 11. If the prayer meeting is the heart of the Church, it is 
not very warm. 

Third. The Church—Educational. Of the 22 reports on 
hand, 19 report as taking 259 copies of Church Work and Ob- 
server. Eleven have teachers training classes. Only two claim 
loyalty in sending their young people to our own institutions of 
higher education. 


Fourth. The Church—Evangelistic. To the question, “Are 
the rnembers of your Church active in bringing the unsaved to 
Christ?” only two answer yes, one answers “they try,” five an- 
swer “a few are” or use terms of like meaning, eight answer 
“no,”’ and the rest are silent. 

To the question, “Have you held any special services to 
unsaved?" eight answer in substance, “only in Lent.” 
four answer “no,” three answer “yes,"’ seven are silent. Some 
pastors regard every service a special service to this end, and 
so it should be. 


Fifth. The Church—Philanthropic. Here, on the whole, 
our churches make a good record, particularly in the support of 
Tabitha Home and kindred institutions. 


~ Signed, M. L. MELICK. 
RALPH W. LIVERS. 
K. DE FREESE. 


The Report of the Delegates to the General Synod 
was read seriatim, and adopted as follows: 


REPORT OF DELEGATES TO GENERAL SYNOD. 

The Forty-eighth Biennial Convention of the General Synod 
convened in Unity Church, Chicago, Ill., June 20-27, 1917. 

The personnel of your delegation was as follows: Clerical— 
S. H. Yerian, O. D. Baltzly, M. E. Bollinger, C. E. Sparks, L. 
M. Kuhns. Lay—R. B. Weller, George Rasmussen, J. H. Pet- 
ring, E. G. Hopkins, H. A. Thielke. We may also say that the 
Nebraska delegation was fortunate in securing first choice of 
seats, thus giving it peculiar advantage in the proceedings of 
the convention. 

Undoubtedly this convention was marked with a combina- 
tion of events that it will go down in history as epoch-makinz. 
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Chicago, the second largest city in our great country, and 
the greatest Lutheran center upon this continent, having about 
200 Lutheran Churches, 30 of which are General Synod, was a 
high inspiration to all the delegates. The entire sojourn gave 
evidence how things are done upon a large scale. 

Your delegation feels thankful to the Nebraska Synod for 
having had the privilege to attend this remarkable convéntion 
of the General Synod. 

The Synodical sermon was preached by the president, Rev. 
Prof. J. A. Singmaster, D. D., from Acts 4:12. The Holy Com- 
munion was celebrated to the delegates and visiting brethren 
at this service. 

The Synod organized for business with the election of the 
following officers: President, Rev. Prof. V. G. A. Tressier, 
Ph. D., D. D.; Secretary, Rev. Prof. Frank P. Manhart, D. D.; 
Treasurer, Mr. George H. Knollenberg. 

With a master parlimentarian in the chair, one whose re- 
marks and responses were always to the point, one who knew 
just when a question was discussed sufficiently, made the gen- 
eral grind of business rather a pleasure and shortened the con- 
vention at least a day. 

The committee on apportionment recommended the fol- 
lowing: Home Missions, 42 cents; Church Extension, 26 cents; 
Foreign Missions, 32 cents; Pastors’ Fund, 12. cents; Board of 
Education, 22 cents: Deaconess’ Board, 10 cents: Home for the 
Aged, 5 cents; Tabitha Home, 5 cents: General Synod, 10 cents; 
total, $1.64. The amounts being the savne as two years ago with 
the exceptions, three cents being added to General Synod and 
two cents each being added to Home Missions, Board of Educa- 
tion and Pastors’ Fund. This report was adopted. 

The Secretaries’ Conference proposal for a regular schedule 
for the meeting of the different Synods was adopted, thus fix- 
ing the meeting of the Nebraska Synod from October 1 to 10. 


The report of the Treasurer showed that all the Synods had 
paid their General Synod dues in full and nine Synods having 
an excess. The Treasurer having a balance of $19,852.29. 


The report of the Church Paper Committee showed that the 
management was worthy of our confidence and praise, the cir- 
culation exceeding 21,000, larger than any other English Luth- 
eran weekly. The reduction in size and the keeping of the one 
dollar rate was fully justified on account of the unnatural con- 
ditions now prevailing. 


This being the Quadricentennial year of the Reformation, 
it is certainly worthy that all Protestantism should commem- 
orate that freedom then inaugurated. But the great Lutheran 
Church being the direct children of that Sixteenth century move- 
ment it undoubtedly becomes our highest privilege to com- 
memorate that event in the most demonstrative way possible, 
not to glory in the greatness of the past, but to bring out in the 
most forcible way the heritage left us by the fathers that there- 
by we may hasten the work of transforming the hearts of men 
into a more perfect likeness of the Christ. 
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It is without argument that our divided Lutheran Church 
could not do any thing of more permanent value in honor of 
our glorious past than to become a united ecclesiastical body 
and thereby be immeasurably more at ea in shaping the 
destinies of the hearts of men. 


Several of the Norwegian Synods in the early part of the 
year have actually set the pace by uniting, thus forming a mem- 
bership of at least 300,000 communicants. 


In the Chicago convéntion Luthern union was in the air. 
In the Brotherhood convention held immediately preceding the 
General Synod, this was clearly forecast. Accordingly when in 
the General Synod the day and the hour arrived for the actual 
presentation and discussion of the ion of the General Synod, 
the General Council and the United Synod of the South, the 
importance of the subject and the intense interest in it was evi- 
denced by the large audience which completely — filled Unity 
Church. It was a great moment in the history of Lutheranism 
upon this ¢ontinent. 


There were present official delegations from both the Gen- 
eral Council and the United Synod of the South in support of the 
proposed merger. Both of these delegations requested that like 
delegations be appointed by the General Synod to meet with 
their respective bodies when the same question is to be presented. 


The proposed constitution of the United Lutheran Church 
in America was placed in the hands of all the delegates, care- 
fully considered, unanimously adopted, and referred by the 
General Syned to the District Synods for consideration and en- 
dorsement} and when so approved by two-thirds of the District 
»ynods of the General Synod, this Union will be effective for 
the General Synod. 


The Board of Foreign Missions reported steady progress 
both in interest and offerings. There being an increase on the 
apportionment received over the previous biennium of almost 
$19,000. The honor roll shows that eighteen Synods have either 
raised or surpassed their apportionment. Nebraska belongs to 
the honor roll. 


The first report of the Poard of Home Missions and Church 
Extension showed that the consolidation of said Boards was a 
wise move The combined receipts of these (Boards were 
$478,676.04, while the normal receipts of each Poard was about 

200,000. In the preceding biennium special effort was made 
on account of the silver jubilees of former secretaries. The 
Board of Church Extension alone considered the event with an 
extra effort for $25,000. With these extra efforts the combined 
receipts were only $428,682.54 or $50,000 less than the first re- 
port of the combined Board. We must be justly gratified over 
the consolidation. 


The administration of the interests of these Boards, placing 


more responsibility upon the local Synods has also proven suc- 
cessful. 
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‘The first report of the Inner Mission Board was full of 
interest and future prospects, We do not believe that our ccon- 
gregations can lay too much emphasis upon the work that this 
Board is doing, 

The reports of the Board of Education, the Deaconess 
Board, the Publication Society, the Orphanages, the Home for 
the Aged, Tabitha Home, Pastors’ Fund, in fact all the agencies 
of the Church, indicated progress and that all these interests 
were intrusted into capable and consecrated hands. 

The fact is that the Lutheran Church is beginning to realize 
something of the vision that our fathers told us about when 
we were children. Let us not fall by the way, but rather carry 
on the work according to our several abilities. Always being 
careful that talents are fully used. With the larger vision of a 
United Lutheran Church, at once combined ecclesiastical bodies 
that will have a communicant membership of 900,000 will 
undoubtedly make an impression upon ourselves and upon the 
world that is beyond our fondest drea-ns. 

Your delegation would propose the following resolutions: 

First. That the Nebraska Synod accept the apportionment 
table as adopted by the General Synod. 

Second. That a committee of five be appointed including 
the President and Secretary of Synod to devise ways and means 
for the organization of a Nebraska Synod Brotherhood. This 
committee to call upon the different Brotherhoods in such a 
manner as they may seem proper to have a meeting for organ- 
ization and program either immediately before or after the next 
convention of Synod. This committee shall also prepare a pro- 
posed constitutfon to be considered at this called meeting 
of Brotherhood at the next convention of Synod. 

Third. Resolved by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Ne- 
braska that we rejoice in the definite proposal to merge the 
General Synod, General Council and the United Synod of the 
South into one organic body to be known as the United Lutheran 
Church in America as the consummation of our hopes and 
prayers, so in accord with Christ's prayer, “that they all might 
be one,’ and regarding it as the greatest permanent memorial 
of the Quadri-Centennial of the Reformation, we by an 
unanimous vote approve the merger of these General Bodies, 
and we endorse the proposed constitution. 


H. YERIAN, 

oO. D. BALTZY, 
LUTHER M. KUHNS, 
SPARKS, 

M. EB. BOLLINGER, 
R. B. WELLER. 


Before the consideration of the last item the Synod 
was led in prayer by Rev. C. B. Harman, D. D. This 
item was adopted by a unanimous rising vote. 
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The Report of the Committee on Systematic Bene- 
ficence was read, and adopted as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE. 


We received requests for 8,700 red envelopes at Synod or 
soon after. We therefore ordered 10,000, but owing to a short- 
age of stock the Publication Society asked us to reduce the order 
to 8,500, which we did. 

We recommend that the use of apportionment envelopes 
be discontinued, and that the congregations who have not 
introduced the duplex envelope system be urged to do 80, or to 
use some other method of gathering the benevolence offerings. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H, WENNERMARK, 
Jos. H. MILLER, 
E. BOLLMAN., 


The Report of the Committee on Letters and Papers 
was read, and adopted as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LETTERS AND PAPERS. 


We would rep that all matters included in letters and 
papers have been fovered in the recommendations in other 
reports except the bids for the printing of minutes of Synod. 
On this in reply to the Secretary's inquiries only the Burbank 
Printshop, Atchison, Kansas, has put in a bid and this is lower 
than the cost for printing of our minutes one year ago. 

We recommend that our Publication Society, Chicago, be 
again asked to submit a bid and given a week's time in which to 
do so; and if this bid be not within a small sum of the bid 
already submitted, the Secretary be authorized to give the work 
of printing this year's minutes to the Burbank Printshop. 


Cc. B. HARMAN, 
| ARTHUR ANDERSON, 
cy J. C. FITTING, 
G. W. SNYDER, 
Committee. 


The Report of the Committee on the South Platte 
Conference was read, and adopted as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE SOUTH PLATTE 
CONFERENCE. 

We find the South Platte Conference met in Walton during 
the month of April. There was a large attendance, and a fine 
Christian spirit prevailed. There is nothing to demand the 
attention of Synod. 

Respectfully, 


THE COMMITTEE. 
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A motion was passed that the names of the officers 
of both the Conferences be printed on the Calendar 
page along with those of other committees and officers. 


The Report of the Apportionment Committee was 
read, and adopted as follows: 
REPORT OF THE APPORTIONMENT COMMITTEE. 


We recommend that the apportionment rates for the fol- 
lowing year be as follows: 


General Synod. ..... $ .10 increase by General Synod..$ .03 
Synodical Treasury. .16 
Synodical Missions... .25 
Home Missions. . .... .42 increase by General Synod... .02 
Foreign Missions. ... .32 
Church Extension. ... .26 
Board of Education... .22 increase by General Synod... .02 
Ministeria! Education. .15 lowered by Synod....... 
Pastors’ Fund. ...... 12 increased by Synod........ .oS 
Deaconess Board. ... .10 
Home for the Aged... .05 
Tabitha Home. ..... .06 increased by Synod......... 01 
Seminary Contingent. . .04 

$2.25 

R. LOWE, 


R. W. LIVERS, 
L. J. POWELL, 
K. DE FREESE, 


The Report of the Trustees of Midland College was 
read, and adopted as follows: 

While the report was pending the representative of 
the Board of Education and Midland College and 
Western Theological Seminary, Rev. R. B. Peery, Ph. 
D., addressed the Synod. 


REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF MIDLAND COLLEGE, 


Four of your six trustees were able to attend the annual 
neeting of the Board in Atchison last June, and wish to report 
the following: 


Attendance. Total attendance last year was 239, of which 
number 102 were in College classes, 35 in the Academy, 68 In 
the school of music, and 34 in the summer school. The attend- 
ance was reduced toward the end of the year, because of 
the boys leaving for the army and navy. All schools are noticing 


x 
* 
i 


28 FORTY-FIFTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


the decrease in the student body this fall. We have about the 
usual number of girls at Midland and a decrease of one-fifth 
among the boys. A special effort was made during the summer 
for new students, otherwise the decrease would have been 


greater. 


Teachers. Some important changes have taken place in the 


teaching force. Prof. Carl Krueger resigned the chair of Modern 
Languages, after 25 years of faithful service; Dr. Konrad 
Krueger has been elected to take his place. Prof. Meinecke 
after five years of service, resigned the chair of Ancient 
Languages, and Prof R. Fijelsted has been chosen to sucveed 
him—a graduate of the University of Manitoba, of the General 
Council Seminary in Chicago, with three years’ graduate work 
in Classics in Harvard University. Mr. Weidlein entered the 
army as a lieutenant of engineers, and his place as coach and 
Academic instructor has been filled by Mr. Lioyd Stuckey. 


Library and Laboratories. More than a thousand volumes 
have been added to the library during the year, some by pur- 
chase and some by gift. About $500 are being expended for 
books and periodicals annually, which is building up a splendid 
collection of books. The laboratories have been enlarged adding 
such equipment and appliances as enables Midland to give 
laboratory courses in biology, chemistry and physics to corre- 
spond with the universities. 


Religious Life. The Y. M. ©. A. and the Y. W. C. A. are 
doing splendid work and have the co-operation of nearly all the 
students. Church attendance on the part of both students and 
faculty is regular and commendable. About one-third of the 
boys in college have the ministry in view, and of the graduating 
class five of the six boys have decided to become preachers. 
This is a splendid showing and perhaps a record that no one 
of our colleges can equal. One-half of the male graduates of 
Midland have entered the ministry. 


+ The supply of young men that have been coming 
to us fr Germany has naturally stopped, and may never be 
started again. Our Church has never had such a cal! for young 
men to give themselves for the ministry. Just how great the 
need, perhaps no one knows. The attendance at the seminary 
this fall promises to be better than for some time. The per 
cent of college nen will also be greater than usual. 

The Seminary has greatly appreciated the receipts from the 
Seminary Maintenance Fund and hopes to eive sufficient in 
the future to meet her local expenses. 


Financial, Slow progress is being made ng this import- 
ant line. Mrs. Sprick left $4,000 by will, wich will soon be 
available. The President, Dr. Peery, has co ued his canvass 
for improvement and endowment as fast as time would per- 
mit and the pastors’ consent. Over $6,000 been added to 
the assets of the College in this way during the year. Consider- 
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ing the times and general conditions of our Churches, this has 
been good. The same plan will be continued during this com- 
ing year. The Board of Education has come to the rescue and 
generously increased our grant from $11,500 to $13,000 an- 
nually. 


Needs, The two chief needs are students and money. We 
ought to have double the number of students. Other institutions 
with poorer equipment and less competent teaching force have 
far -nore students. The very greatest gift that the Church can 
give to her College is her young people, and we need to double 
the number right away. The key to the situation is held by the 
pastor. The Methodist pastors of Kansas gave one week's time 
at their own expense last year traveling in the interest of Baker 
University. Relative to endowment, the present need has been 
estimated at $200,000. That amount is required before we can 
be fully accredited by the Northern Central Association, and 
Midland will always be more or less handicapped until this 
recognition is obtained. Here again the pastor is the key man. 
The many avenues should be us€d for the building up of this 
fund. Small gifts are acceptable, “according as a man hath, so 
let him give.” 


The Good Word, Midland is in better condition than ever 
before. The quality of her work is improving. Her standards 
are equally as high as those of our other Lutheran Colleges. A 
splendid spirit of co-operation and good will prevails among 
both faculty and students. The common good of all is striven 
for by each. We eall upon the pastors to recommend Midland 
to their people. It can be done conscientiously. No one needs 
apologize. God bless Midland College! 


Respectively submitted, 


Cc. N. SWIHART, 

Cc. B, HARMAN, 

H. MILLER, 

E. A. VAN FLEET, 
Trustees. 


Dr. Michelmann, President of the German Nebraska 
Synod, addressed the Synod, to which a response was 
made by the President. 


Rev. L. L. Lipe, representative to German Nebraska 
Synod, made a verbal report, which was adopted. 


Synod adjourned with prayer by Rev. G. W. Sny- 
der. 
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EVENING SERVICE. 
Thursday, October 11, 8:00 P. M. 


The address for the evening was made by Rev. R.. 
B. Peery, Ph. D., President of Midland College, on the 


subject: “Luther, the Educator.” , 


THIRD SESSION. 
Friday, October 12, 9:00 A. M. 
The devotional service was conducted by Rev. L. J. 


Powell. 


The meeting was called to order by the President, 
and opened with prayer by Rev. H. Wennermark. 

Roll Call. 

Minutes of the previous session were read and cor- 
rected. 

Motion passed that the representatives of the Falls 
City Hospital be received and given the first period in 
the afternoon session. 

The Missionary Superintendent introduced the new 
members of the Synod, Rev. J. C. Hershey, Rev. C. W. 
Seville, Rev. S. de Freese, Rev. J. C. Fitting, and Rev. 
G. B. Weaver. 


The Report of the Trustees of Tabitha Home was 


read, and adopted as follows: 


REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF TABITHA HOME. 


Your trustees of Tabitha come to you very hopefully this 
year. Notwithstanding conditions that would naturally depress 
and render living at no small expense, yet month by month bills 
were paid as they came due, withthe possible exception of a 
month or two around the Lenten season when local congrega- 
tions may have held their funds instead of remitting to the 
State Treasurer. This was a common fault of other Synods as 
well as Nebraska, but if every local congregation knew the 
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heavier cares it laid upon those caring for such an institution as 
Tabitha where there are so many mouths to be fed, they would 
not let a cent remain a day longer than necessary in the local 
treasury. A word to the wise is sufficient, we are sure. 


A number of improvements have been made to the Home. 
A new rubber floor covering was laid in the children’s hall, the 
Home has a new cedar roof, sheds for the stock have been 
erected, a bath room for the boys make them happy, the heating 
system has been changed so that heat may be sent where it will 
do the most good, and other repairs have made all more com- 
fortable and things more convenient. 


Out of a gift a new-old seven passenger “Blue Bird” was 
purchased, as the “Faithful Ford” has become like the “Deacon's 
One Hoss Shay.” Through the personal efforts of the Superin- 
tendent, sufficient funds having been obtained from friends 
and churches that would warrant the expenditure, contract 
was given for the erection of a Superintendent's Home which is 
nearly ready for a house warming. The cost will be in the 
neighborhood of $5,000, and about three-fourths of this in sight. 


After a year’s endeavor to raise funds for an elevator, about 
$1,800 was secured. But in a year other things were raised as 
well, and at the giving of the contract, it was found that it would 
require in the neighborhood of $2,500 to complete the work. 
Contract has been given, the shaft is being made ready, and at 
a not far distant date we hope to announce the installation of 
the elevator. What a great day that will be in the Home. We 
appreciate excess paid on the apportionment. Nebraska Synod 
did well with the Anniversary Gift, some $374.15 being secured 
according to the State Treasurer. It may be that gifts were 
sent direct to Treasurer Krueger or Superintendent Walter, but 
if you wish proper credit it can only be really given by sending it 
to Treasurer Miller, stating positively what it is for. We are 
sure that ‘nany of our congregations lose proper credit by these 
loose methods. 


Some monies has come in and been applied upon the debt, 
but very little that could be used for that purpose. About 
$14,000 would wipe clear this, although only about six thousand 
is legal before the law. 


Forty-three children and 46 aged and invalids have received 
tender and loving care during the last year. There are at pres- 
ent, 35 children and 42 aged under her roof. No one can realize 
the constant and nerve-trying care this means unless they have 
been frequently in Tabitha. There is a great need of proper 
helpers to Superintendent Walter and the Sisters at al! times. 
Again and again because of the lack of assistants, the care of 
these many helpless souls, many of them bed-ridden, at times 
has devolved upon four or five. Send it abroad, that Tabitha 
needs faithful men and women who for a fair salary are asked 
to assist in this Christian household. If you Know of anyone in 
your congregations, sit down and write concerning them to 
Brother Walter or Sister Christina. 
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The Cee department was definitely closed last fall that 
_room might be given to those who were knocking for admittance 
\at Tabitha’s door. And yet every room is occupied. Every bed 

is full. What shall we do for those who still cry? Deny them 
entrance? As God’s favored children answer that cry and make 
the room possible out of their gifts, the question will be an- 
‘gswered. You may answer it. 

| We thank you for what you have done the past year, let 
“Amplius” be your motto for the new. Rev. Ernest Walter 
expects to be present at this Synod. Ask him what you may do. 
‘Don’t forget the Elevator Fund that is not large enough. Don’t 
forget Christmas is coming and old and young look longingly 
for what you may send . Don't forget that the winters are 
sometimes very severe, and coal must be bought for the fur- 
naces that old and young may be kept as cosy as you are in your 
own home. Don't forget that you will make the Superintendent's 
heart beat warm for you if you have a gift to clear the expense 
of the new house that is being built for the comfort of him 
and all future superintendents. Don't forget that every cent of 
the apportionment is needed that the hungry may be fed. Let 
there be an excess. “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not 
all His benefits."" We ask that Brother Walter be given oppor- 
tunity to address the Synod at a tine selected before the close 
of Synod. 

Respectively submitted, 
R. M. BADGER, 
J. H. HUMPE, 
Trustees. 


The Report of the Committee on President's Report 
was read, and adopted seriatim, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENTS REPORT. 
Your committee would make the following report: 


. 1, We desire to express our appreciation to the President 
for his fidelity to the interests of Synod; for his zealous efforts 
to build up our beloved church on this territory and for the 
splendid success in allowing the frequently recurring vacancies 
in Synod to be of short duration: 


’ 2. It is with satisfaction that we note the organization of 
two promising congregations at Omaha and Eagle. Our thanks 
are especially due Rev. Bollman, pastor of Walton, for his 
enterprise in establishing the congregation at Eagle. 


We make the following recommendations: 


1. We recommend that Synod consider the resolutions 
presented by the Board of Inner Missions respecting the office 
~ Raw Reader, and that the Synod appoint a committee on Inner 

ssion¢. 


2. We recommend that the Falls City Hospital movement 
be considered by this body and made an item of business on 
Friday afternoon at which tivne representatives from said city 
will be given a hearing. 
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3. We recommend that the matter relating to the disposal 
of the church property at Surprise be turned over to the com- 
mittee of Home Missions and Church Extension. 


4. We recommend that our Synod endorse the effort of the 
Foreign Mission Board to. raise a Quadri-Centennial Fund of 
$300,000 for the expansion of its work in India, Africa and South 
America, and especially for the endowment of its college im 
India and the enlargement of its plant. 

J. H. FETTEROLP, 

M. E. BOLLINGER, 

CHAS. W. SEVILLE, 
Com mittec. 


The Report of the Examining Committee was read 
and adopted as follows: 


COMMITTEER ON EXAMINATION FOR LICENSURE AND 
ORDINATION, 


Your Committee on Examination for Licensure and Ordina- 
tion would report that we have examined John Christopher 
Hershey in the subjects remaining over from the licensure 
examination of one year ago: we recommend that he be ordained 
at this meeting of Synod to the office of the Holy Ministry. 

We have also conducted a very thorough examination into 
all of the fundamental theological subjects with Mr. Wilhelm 
August Friedrich Herrmann, and Mr. Ear! Alexander Beyer, 
Seniors in our Western Theological Seminary. These young 
men have passed a most creditable examination, and we recom- 
mend that they be licensed at this meeting of Synod to exercise 
the office of the Holy Ministry until the next meeting of Synod. 

Respectfully submitted, 
OLIVER D. BALTZLY, 
L. GROH, 
M. lL. MELICK, 
R. A. WHITE, 
B. HARMAN, 
R. M. BADGER. 


The Report of the Committee on Protocol was read, 
and adopted as follows: 


REPORT OF PROTOCOL COMMITTEE, 


The Committee on Protocol have compared the minutes 
with Protocol and find that on page 88 of Protocol the following 
was omitted from the President's report concerning the im- 
provements at Grace Church of the Oakland pastorate: “The 
expense of about $250 was provided for by the members before 
the re-opening day. The church building now presents an 
inviting appearance.” 
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We request that Secretary be instructed to enter the same 


in Protocol. 
Respectfully submitted, 


PAUL A.‘J. BUELOW, 

S. DE FREESE, 

M. A. RITZEN, 
Committee. 


Rev. M. A. Ritzen, as representative of the Deacon- 
ess Board, addressed the Synod, which was followed by 
a general discussion. 

A motion was passed that Rev. E. Walter, Superin- 
tendent of Tabitha Home, be received as an advisory 
member, and be heard at this time. 

Rev. E. Walter addressed the Synod in the interest 
of Tabitha Home. 


The Report of the Committee on North Platte Con- 
ference was read, and adopted as follows: 


THE COMMITTEE ON THE NORTH PLATTE CONFERENCE. 


The Committee on North Platte Conference has met and 
considered the minutes of the same and submit the following, 
to-wit: 

The conference met in April, 1917, and addresses were 
rendered appropriate to the occasion. Some resolutions were 
submitted for thought and consideration in the future. The 
conference as a whole was appropriate, useful and very enlight- 
ening and may there be added to these conferences such features 
as will add to the inspiration and uplift of one and all. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. H. HANSON, 
J. H. REICHERT, 
F. H. KIMMERLING. 


The Report of the Committee on Layman’s Mission- 
ary Movement was read, and adopted as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LAYMEN’S MISSIONARY 
MOVEMENT. 


In compliance with instructions of Synod (see page 59, Min- 
utes of Synod, 1916) this committee after consultation with the 
pastor loci requested the Laymen’s Missionary Movement 
through its General Secretary to provide a speaker for our 
Laymen’s night. 
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4 We have the assurance that Mr. C. H. Weller, Field Secre- 
, tary, will be here with us Friday evening, October 12, and 
deliver the address. Some of the local laymen will also have 
a part. 
Respectfully submitted, 
i Cc. FRANKLIN KOCH, 


Chairman. 


J. F. SMITH. 


The Report of the Executive Council was read, and 
adopted as follows: 


. 


REPORT OF EXECUTIVE OCOUNCIL. 


The Executive Council would respectfully report that during 
the early part of the Synodical year they by correspondence 


a approved the bond of the Treasurer and fixed the time and 

cd changed the place for the meeting of this Synod. | 

4 On October 11 we met at Grand Island and there being ne at 
. further business the committee adjourned. | 

Cc. B. HARMAN, 

Cc. E. SPARKS, 


L. GROH, 
L. J. POWELL, 


The Report of the Committee on Necrology was 


read and adopted, followed with prayer by Rev. R. A. 
White. 


REPORT OF NECROLOGY COMMITTEE. 


Since the last session of Synod one death has occurred 
among our midst. 

Rev. W. G. Gettle of Table Rock, Nebraska, passed away 
to his eternal reward on December 13, 1916. Since uniting with 
our Synod he was never able to attend our conventions and 
hence was known by only a few of the brethren, but he was 
known of the Lord and by those who were near and dear unto 
him. 

1. Resolved that we express our sorrow because of this 
brother’s departure, and our sympathy in behalf of those who 

' mourn over his death. 

2. Resolved that the Secretary of Synod send a copy of this 

report to the bereaved family. 

Respectively submitted, 
G. W. SNYDER, 
E. W. DOERING, 
H. H. HANSON. 
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The Report of the Committee to audit the books of 
the Treasurer of the Home Mission and Church Exten- 
sion Committee was read, and adopted as follows: 
ADVISORY BOARD OF HOME MISSION AND CHURCH EX- 

TENSION AUDITING REPORT. 


Your committee finds a balance on hand, 


Total receipts for 4,216.13 
$211.42 


United States National Bank has a balance, October 1H, 
1917, $211.42. 
J. F. SMITH, 
G. B. WEAVER. 


A motion was passed that $5.00 be allowed for the 
services of the janitor of the church for services during 
Synod. 

A motion was passed that Miss Wunderlich be 
heard in the interest of the Board of Foreign Missions. 

Miss Wunderlich addressed the Synod. 


The Report of the Director of Nachusa Orphanage 
was read, and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF DIRECTORS OF NACHUSA ORPHANAGE. 


Your directors would report that one of them, viz: 8S. H. 
Yerian, attended the directors’ meeting of the Orphanage last 
November. We found that the Orphanage was doing most ex- 
cellent work through the efficient leadership of the superintend- 
ent, Rev. J. A. McCulloch. It is, however, a fact that the 
Orphanage is very much hampered on account of a smal! debt. 
yet very annoying. Your directors would urge that the congre- 
gations give their loyal support to this institution. It is, how- 
ever, our judgment that the entire method of the administration 
of our orphanage work could be greatly improved. We believe 
that these institutions are largely a matter of local obligation 
and interest, but their main support and manage-nent, we be- 
lieve, ought to be under the management of the Inner Mission 
Board and the different institutions be dealt with as are our 
educational institutions, under Board of Education. 
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We would recommend, that one director be elected at this 
meeting of Synod, in order to comply with constitutional ar- 
rangement, though we do not believe that it is practical or 
legitimate to spend the money and time to attend the meetings 
of the directors. 

S. H. YERIAN, 
Cc. N, SWIHART. 


On motion the Synod adjourned with prayer by 
Rev. H. H. Hanson. 


FOURTH SESSION. 
Friday, October 12, 2:00 P. M. 


Meeting called to order by the President, and open- 
ed with prayer by Rev. E. Bollman. 

Roll Call. 

Minutes of the previous session read and adopted. 

A motion was passed that the expenses for Commit- 
tee and Board Meetings be limited to railway fare. 

The interest of the Falls City Hospital was pre- 
sented by representatives from Falls City. 

A motion was passed that a committee of three lay- 
men and two ministers be appointed to confer with the 
representatives of the Hospital, and to report before 
the close of Synod, and that this committee be contin- 
ued to report at the next meeting of Synod, and to 
carry on their work at their own expense. 

The following committee was appointed: W. W. 
Seng, R. B. Weller, G. A. Crannel, C. H. Lewis and C. 
B. Harman. 


The Report of the Home Mission and Church Ex- 
tension Committee was read, and adopted seriatim, as 
follows: 


REPORT OF HOME MISSIONS AND CHURCH EXTENSION 
COMMITTEF. 

Brethren of Synod: 

We are pleased to bring before you the report of another 

year’s work. The blessing of Almighty God has been Upon us. 
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The faithful missionaries in the field and the members of the 
committee, together with our superintendent, have been but 
instruments in His hands. It is with gratitude to God and with 
joy in our hearts that we lay these ite-ns before you. 

This report will stand out as distinctive in one particular; 
namely, the number of missions becoming self-supporting during 
the year. Falls City, Rev. J. Matthiesen, pastor, formerly 
received $300; Stamford, Rev. Emil Doering, pastor, received 
$180; Wolbach-Ericson, Rev. R. A. White, pastor, received $150; 
Sutherland-Paxton, formerly received $150; Sidney-Gurley, 
received $120; these five charges have all assumed self-support 
during the year. The first three’ reached this worthy goal 
through the faithful and disinterested service of their pastors. 
The last two named were led to take the step through the 
inspiration and financial leadership of our superintendent who 
went to these fields and contributed his‘effort. We would point 
to these congregations with a sense of pride and hold them up 
before all our missions as indicating the way all should strive 
to go as quickly as possible. 


Benson. This mission has become vacant by the removal 
of its pastor on Semptember 1. Through the year the work has 
been brought to the place where, under new leadership, 
problems that have hindered heretofore, may be solved and sub- 
stantial and permanent growth realized. While this church has 
been hampered by financial difficulties, it has paid off during 
the past year $260. It celebrated its Tenth Anniversary last 
June, at which time pledges were made amounting to $500. 
We trust that at an early date a suitable pastor may be found. 


Hooper. Rev. Klaas de Freese, pastor. Here a ten thou- 
sand dollar church property was dedicated, thus giving it a 
splendid equipment for doing its work. They are organized 
for growth along spiritual lines. Their organizations have 
flourished during the year. They pay their bills promptly. 
Their people are in their places of worship in goodly numbers 
Sunday mornings and evenings. Thotgh not given a very 
cordial welcome by the other churches of the city, yet this 
chureb is going forward and has a bright future. We confi- 
dently believe that the report a year hence will be still better 
by reason of true pastoral support from a faithful wife. 


Oakland, This mission enjoyed a year of substantial 
growth. The membership increased by 14; the aid from the 
Board was reduced $110; apportionment was met in full and in 
addition the mission was able to pay several hundred dollars of 
its debt. Asa result this property now is free from encumbrance 
with the exception of the loan from the Board of Church Exten- 
sion. Rev. Wennermark, who has been their first missionary 
pastor, has very recently accepted a call from another church, 
thus leaving this -nission vacant. We pray that very soon a 
pastor may be secured to carry on this promising work. 
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Potter. H. H. Hanson, pastor. This mission has reduced 
the amount of aid asked from the Board $60; the work has 
continued to enjoy prosperity; 19 new members were added; 
the benevolences were taken very good care of. In addition to 
the work at the main point, a congregation was organized at 
Smyrna, and aside from this the pastor has (filled regular 
preaching appointments at several other stations. In times of 
rural prosperity we may indulge the hope that ere long this 
mission will become self-sustaining. 


Wilber, Wm. Klink, pastor. We re-echo the glad sound 
of prosperity coming through the pastor from this congregation. 
The Sunday School reports a membership of 130; apportion- 
ment paid with excess, and all departments of the church are in 
thriving condition. There is rejoicing that after many years in 
the wilderness there is promise of a Promised Land. With a 
new pastor in the field and the same efficent upholding of 
hands by the pastor's wife as that reported above, we believe 
the time soon at hand when Wilber will join the ranks of 
independent congregations. 


York, C. E. Sparks, pastor. The missionary here has com- 
pleted four years of hard, patient and successful service. The 
people have been growing in the spirit of co-operation. They 
have shown their appreciation of their pastor by increasing his 
salary $100. The mission reports a gain in membership of 13; 
benevolence paid in full with excess: piano put in costing $350. 
They are recovering from a $300.00 property damage 
caused by hail and have made substantial improvement in 
decorating the church, 


Omaha, Church of Our Redeemer. This new congregation 
was organized January 7, 1917, by the missionary superintend- 
ent with a charter membership of 35 and, to a great extent, 
is the result of a Sunday School canducted for nearly fourteen 
nonths by the Kountze Memorial Church. The mission reports 
$780 paid during the past months for various objects, including 
$240 toward a building fund. They paid $70 into the benev- 
olences of the Synod and now reports a communicant member- 
ship of 45. The Sunday School was nearly 100 in attendance 
and the congregation reports a very active missionary society. 
The Kountze Memorial Sunday Schoo! paid $10 per month to 
the support of this work. For ten months our missionary has 
given his attention to this work with the result that now a 


‘regular pastor has been called. At a recent congregational 


meeting a call was extended to Rev. C. B. Harman, D. D., and 
the assurance is given that he is ready to begin his services on 
November 1. This mission is located in one of the best residence 
sections of Omaha and bids fair to become one of the strong 
churches of the Synod. The membership enroll an unusually 
large number of capable workers. They anticipated the pur- 
chase of a suitable house of worship from another congregation, 
but have felt obliged to delay on account of unfavorable busi- 
ness conditions. This church asks for admission and we gladly 
welcome this new child of the missionary work of our Synod. 
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Miscellancous. 


Bruning. Rev. H. Wennermark, pastor. On account of 
temporary difficulties the congregation felt it necessary to apply 
for aid from the Board and such aid was granted to the amount 
of $120. A new pastor is now on the field in the person of H. 
Wennermark, and we have every assurance that very soon this 
church will be past the need of further aid from our Board. 


Tekamah. This congregation applied to our committee for 
assistance in the securing of a pastor. They have received 
pastoral care during the year from Rev. Luther M. Kuhns. 
Regular services were conducted and a good class catechised 
and confirmed at Easter. In order to assist them in getting 
over the present emergency the Board granted the aid of $200. 
We sincerely hope that soon a permanent pastor may be secured 
to care for this promising church. 


Hampton. Rev. G. B. Weaver, pastor. This congregation, 
formerly organized by our Missionary Superintendent and 
received into Synod last year, called their first pastor in the 
person of G. B. Weaver. Without any aid from the Boards they 
have carried on their work most successfully, and come to this 
Synod with an excellent report. In response to a request from 
this church, the Roca Church beil has been donated to this 
congregation. 


Pawnee City. Zion. The members of this congregation 
have repeatedly urged the Missionary Committee to arrange for 
services and, if possible, re-establish this work on a more per- 
manent basis. We recommend that an attempt be made to 
secure for this field a suitable pastor. 


loca, In accordance with the action of Synod last year 
with reference to the property at this point, we would report 
that the building was sold for $246 and the furniture given to 
the congregation at Gurley. The money from the sale of this 
property was sent to the Board of Church Extension. 


Walton. Upon new representations from the pastor of this 
field our attention has been called to a misplacement of em- 
phasis as to the early steps in the opening of this work as given 
in our report of a year ago. An early visitation was made by 
the Missionary Superintendent, but the final and thorough one 
was “nade by the present pastor, E. Bollman, and we are glad 
to acknowledge that to him belongs almost the full credit for 
the work done there from the time of its inception up to the 
present. 


Sioux. We are informed that this work has been: entirely 
abandoned by its people and that the property is fast goime 
into decay. We authorize our Missionary Superintendent to 
Visit this field, discaver whether this church has ended its 
usefulness, and if so, Wwe empower him to make disposal of the 
same. 
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New Work. 


Your committee is pleased to note that after November 1, 
the Missionary Superintendent will be releaved from regular 
work. It is our judgment that his time be spent in the develop- 
ment of old fields sadly needing attention in preference to the 
starting of new congregations. 

We take pleasure to submit the 


Financial Statement. 


October 1, 1916, om hand. ........ $ 324.26 
Received from Board Home Missions 

Received from Synodical Mission 

Received from sale of Roca Church 246.00 

$ 4,540.39 $ 4,540.39 

Paid out for salaries.............. $ 3,889.09 
To Board of Church Extension for 

Expenses of Superintendent——R. R. 


$ 4,328.97 $ 4.328.97 


On hand October 5, 1917............ $ 211.42 
You have received the report of your Auditing Committee 
and found it correct in every particular. 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. T. KAHSE, Secretary. 


Appended to the adoption of the above report, 
Synod passed the following resolution of appreciation: 
RESOLVED, That this Synod hereby express its hearty ap- 


preciation of the faithful and efficient service of our Synodical 
Missionary *‘‘uperintendent, the Rev. Wm. T. Kahse. 


Rev. W. T. Kahse, as representative of the Board of 


Home Missions and Church Extension, addressed the 
Synod. 


The Report of the representative to the Advisory 
Council of Home Missions and Church Extension was 
read, and adopted, as follows: 
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The Report of the Committee on Resolutions was 
read, and adopted seriatim, as follows: The first item 
was adopted with prayer by Rev. L. J. Powell and Rev. 
L. Groh, D. D., andthe President was instructed to ex- 
press the sentiments of the last resolution, together 
with a silimalr resolution by the W. H. & F. M. Society 
at the Sunday evening service. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 


Whereas, The present Synodical year has been prosperous 
and especially -narked by an increased interest in Christian 
beneficence upon the part of our congregations as exhibited by 
the Treasurers report, and also by the accession of two new 
congregations into Synodical membership, 

Resolved: That as a Synod we express our heartfelt grati- 
tude to God for the signal blessings conferred upon us as a 
Church, and that, in recognition of the manifestations of His 
grace bestowed upon us, we adopt this resolution in a prayer 
of thanksgiving and adoration to our Heavenly Father for all 
His mercies and benefits. 

Whereas; Four hundred years ago, the great Reformer, Dr. 
Martin Luther, inaugurated a momentous movement of far- 
reaching consequences, restoring Apostolic Christianity and 
purging the Church of corrupt practices, and by his courageous 
stand and Scriptural doctrine conferred upon us freedom of 
conscience, liberty in faith and practice and kindred blessings of 
our religious life, 

Resolved: That we rejoice in the hearty response this 
anniversary has received from sister denominations: in the 
magnificent programmes presented in many of our pastorates 
commemorating this @vent; and we recommend the observance 
of the Quadri-Centennial by those Churches that have not yet 
done so, aS a rare opportunity to acquaint the people with the 
history, doetrines and usages of the Lutheran Church and en- 
larging her sphere of influence. 

Whereas, The Lutheran Church teaches in its confession 
that “Legitimate civil enactments are good works of God: that 
it is lawful for Christians to hold civil offices, to pronounce 
judgment, and decide cases according to imperial and other 
existing laws; to inflict just punishment, wage Just wars and 
serve in them,” and the Church stands behind all its members 
as individuals in the performance of their duties as citizens to 
the state, 

Resolved, by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska 
assembled in its forty-fifth annual convention. that, believing in 
the justice and righteousness of the cause for which our gov- 
ernment contends, in maintaining the rights and welfare of 
humanity and in continuing the supremacy of democracy, we 
fully endorse the action of our government in declaring war 
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upon Germany, and that, in this momentous crisis, we do most 
solemnly and sincerely pledge our undivided and loyal support 
in whole-hearted service to our government, in bringing this 
war to a successful conclusion and vindicating those principles 
for which we entered upon this conflict, devoutly praying the 
blessings of Almighty Ged upon our President and civil authori- 
ties, the army and navy of the United States, and, 

Resolved, that a copy of these resolutions be sent President 
Wilson and given to the press. 

Whereas, we have enjoyed the cordial hospitality of the 
pastor, members and friends of St. Paul's Church of Grand 
Island, and whereas we have been so kindly favored with music 
for our services by the organist, choir and others, and whereas 
the press has given such extended notices of our sessions, 

Resolved, that we express to them our appreciation of these 
courtesies, extending to them our heartfelt gratitude, and pray- 
ing God's continued Dlessing upon them. 

LUTHER M. KUHNS, 
H. WENNERMARK, 
G. A. CRANNEL, 

L. GROH. 


A motion was passed that we hear Mr. C. H. Wel- 
ler, the representative of the Layman’s Missionary 
Movement, at thistime. ~~ 

Mr. C. H. Weller addressed the Synod. 

Motion passed that the Synod petition the Layman’s 
Missionary Movement to send Mr. C. H. Weller into 
our Synod for an itinerary, beginning the first Sunday 
after Easter, for a period as long as shall prove fruit- 
ful. 

The Report of the Calendar Committee was read 
and adopted. See Synodical Calendar. 

Rev. J. H. Fetterolf and Mr. Geo. Rasmussen were 
elected members of the Home Mission and Church Ex- 
tension Committee, for terms of three years each. 


The Report of the Ministerial Education Commit- 
tee was read, and adopted seriatim, as follows: 


REPORT OF MINISTERIAL EDUCATION COMMITTEF., 


Last vear seven young men were aided in pursuing their 
studies in Midland College and the Western Theological Semi- 
nary. Only two of that number have applied for aid this year— 
Ernest Mortensen and Jens Raun, both Seminary students. 
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John Hershey, having completed the theological course and 
having been recommended by the Examining Committee, will 
be ordained to the Gospel Ministry Sunday night before the altar 
of this church which has been his religious home from his early 
youth. 

James Mortensen, because of financial stringency, as he 
claimed, was granted a leave of absence from the Seminary for 
one year, but despite kindly ad-nonition by the committee, he 
._ married recently and has gone West as principal of a public 
school, his wife teaching in the same school. He was advised 
by the committee that his deliberate violation of his agreement 
with the Synod by marrying while receiving support from said 
Synod would probably be condoned by that body in case he 
should report at the Seminary a year hence to pursue his 
studies continuously until graduation at his own expense. 


Henry Schnell of Havelock, receiving aid only last year, 
seems to have left the vicinity of his former address to parts 
unknown to the committee, a letter to him being returned as 
“Uncalled For.” 


Fred Trapp of Bruning, College Sophomore, was given an 
indefinite leave of absence, having volunteered in the navy soon 
after the declaration of war by our Congress. 


Also, Walter Voss of York, having finished Academy 
studies last June, was summoned to his country’s service by the 
selective draft only a few weeks ago. 


It should here be stated that Robert Albright of Lincoln, 
whose leave of absence from college, a year ago, to attend a 
university at Lincoln, on account of ill-health, has expired and 
meanwhile he has declined to return to Midland, has recently 
married and paid back into our treasury his first note of sixty 
dollars ($60.00) and declares the remaining note of sixty-five 
dollars ($65.00) shall be paid in a few months, thus severing 
his relations as a beneficiary of the Synod. 


Two new applicants for aid as Seminary students are Will- 
iam Herrmann and Ear! Byers, both of Atchison, and candidates 
for licensure to the ministry during this Synodical convention. 
Both seem to be eminently worthy of support, the Examining 
Committee having recommended them for licensure. 


Richard Mortensen of Wolbach, ready to enter the Fresh- 
man class, and Alfred Frank of Ponca, a Freshman, and 
both now at Midland, are new applicants for aid in college 
work. 


Another applicant of South Auburn, also, now at Midland, 
sixteen years of age, Elton Aue, has had only three years of 
preparatory work in the Auburn High School. Lacking in 
preparation for entrance into the Freshman class and yet, in 
other respects talented and promising, the committee would 
refer his application to the Synod for such action’as it may 
deem advisable. (Referred back to committee to take up with 
La#man's Missionary movement). 
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We recommend: 


First. That Ernest Mortensen, Jens Raun, and Earl Beyers 
be granted, each, one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00) for 
this seminary year, ........ ; it being further provided that in 
case Earl Byers enters upon the teaching profession, he shall 
return, within. six months thereafter the ABOVE AMOUNT 
WITH INTEREST. 


Second. That Richard Mortensen be granted one hundred 
and twenty-five dollars ($125.00) and Alfred Frank one hundred 
and fifty dollars ($150.00) for this college year, on condition 
that they shall receive no part of the appropriation until the 
required notes shall be signed by themselves and by their en- 
dorsers who shall be acceptable to the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee and the Treasurer of Synod. 


Third. The form of the note for the signatures of all 
college beneficiaries and their endorsers shall be as follows: 


Ten years from date, for value received, I, we, or either of 
us promise to pay to the order of the Treasurer of the Evan- 


gelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska the sum of.........ese6. 


0 cleo Dollars WITH INTEREST at six per 
cent per annum. 

complies with the constitution of the above Synod and enters 
the ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the General 
Synod in the United States of America and continues therein for 
a period of ten years, unless hindered by physical disabilities, 


ceases his studies for the ministry, becomes guilty of Immoral 
or criminal conduct or fails to enter the ministry as above, this 
note becomes due and collectable at once. 

SIGNED 


Fourth. The applicant at the time of his application shall 
submit to the Chairman of the Ministerial Education Commit- 
tee as a part of said application answers, satisfactory to said 
Chairman and Treasurer of Synod, to the following questions: 


What real estate does he OWN... 
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Fifth. That the Treasurer of Synod authorized to re- 
turn the notes to all beneficiary studen o completed their 
collezge and seminary courses, entered t ministry and con- 
tinued therein for the required period of t years. 


L. L. LIPE, Chairman; 
Jos. H. MILLER, Treas.; 
A. M. REITZEL, 
c. R. LOWE, 

Committee. 


Motion passed that the case of Elton Aue be re- 
ferred by the committee to the Layman’s Missionary 
Movement, with favorable recommendation. 

A fund of $150.00 was raised on the floor of the 
Synod for the support of William Hermann. 

Rev. J. A. McCullough was received as an advisory 
member of Synod. 

Adjourned with prayer by Rev. E. W. Doering. 


SIXTH SESSION. 


Saturday, October 13, 2:00 P. M. 


Meeting was called to order by the President, and 
opened with prayer by Rev. J. C. Fitting. 

Roll Call. 

Minutes of the previous session were! read and ap- 
proved. 

Motion passed that the contract for printing of the 
Minutes be awarded to the Burbank Printshop, of 
Atchison, Kansas. 


Balloting on the invitations for the meeting of 
Synod resulted in the selection of Rising City. 


Motion passed that the Synod convene October 9, 
1918. 
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The Report of the Committee on Claims was read, 
and adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS, 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOS. H. MILLER, 
G. B. WEAVER, 
JOHN C. HERSHEY. 


The Committee on Sunday Services made a verbal 
report, which was adopted. 


The following amendments proposed at the last 
Convention of Synod, were adopted: 

“That Article XII be eliminated from the Constitu- 
tion, and that it be hereafter Article I of the By-Laws, 
and that Article XIII be thereby known as Article 
XII.” 

“That Section 5, Article X, read: “The Director of 


Nachusa Orphanage, etc., instead of Directors of 
Nachusa, etc.’ ” 


“Amend Article V, Section 1, page 7, after the 
words, ‘layman of any congregation in connection with 
Synod,’ by adding and inserting these words, ‘and if a 
layman, he shall be ex-officio a member of Synod.’” 


The Report of the Committee on Historian's Re- 
port, together with the Historian’s Report, was adopt- 
ed, as follows: 
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REPORT OF HISTORIAN. 


Your Historian has very little to report this year. I have 
kept the roster of ministers to date. The number of accessions 
to the clerical roll from its organization to this time has been 
289. Thé Synod was organized in Omaha, September 1, 1871, 
with six clerical members of whom the only one who now sur- 
vives is Rev. J. F. Kuhiman of Pawnee City. 

I have furnished information, during the year to several 
parties who have asked it. One of these requests was nade by 
Rev. J. F. Kuhiman, for information, for a history of the Al- 
legheny Synod, relative to the work of that Synod, in sending 
Home Missionaries to our territory at an early period. I would 
suggest that the Historian be authorized to procure a copy 
of this history for our Synod, when published, which will con- 
tain a record of the beginning of our work in Nebraska. 

I further suggest that the date of organization on our 
stationery be changed from 1873 to 1871, the true date. 

The expense of this office has been so little that it is 
donated this year. 

R.A. WHITE... 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HISTORIAN’S REPORT. 


We heartily commend our Historian for his faithfulness in 
writing up from year to year the history of Synod including a 
complete roster of the ministers from the organization to date. 

Your committee was also instructed to bring such infor- 
mation before this meeting of Synod as will settle forever the 
date of the organization of this Synod. In examining the first 
bound copy of the minutes of this Synod we find in answer to a 
call for the first convention, six General Synod Lutheran ministers 
met at Omaha, April 27, 1871. The minutes of this meeting read 
in part, “After due deliberation it was unanimously resolved 
that each of these ministers at once secure dismissal from the 
Synods to which they respectively belong for the purpose of 
organizing a Synod in the bounds of their own territory.” 

At this meeting a ee consisting of Rev. Ira C. Billman, 
Eli Huber and A. G. R. Buetow was appoigted to present a con- 
stitution for adoption at the next meeting. This convention 
adjourned to meet in the Lutheran Church at Omaha on 
Thursday evening before the first Sabbath in September, 1871. 

Accordingly on September 1, 1871, the same brethren met 
for the express purpose of organizing a Synod on this territory. 
The following ministers presented certificates of dismissal from 
their respective Synods: 


Rev. J. F. Kuhiman. 
Rev. J. G. Groenmiller. Rev. A. G. R. Buetow. 
Rev. G. N. H. Peters. Rev. Ira C. Billman. 


With the following lay delegates: 


‘Brother Geo. Leaner, Brother Jno. B. 
Dakota City. Omaha. 


Brother Martin Grabe, Rock Port. 


Rev. 8S. Aughey. 
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The Committee on Constitution presented the constitution 
of the Wittenberg Synod for consideration which after a few 
changes was adopted. The Synod proceeded with regular busi- 
ness. Rev. A. G. R. Buetow, a licentiate was ordained on 
Sabbath eve. 


This meeting of Synod adjourned the time and place of 
next meeting to be at Dakota City on the first Thursday in 
September, 1872. 


This meeting appointed for Dakota City failed to have a 
quorum, and consequently no business was transacted. By 
unanimous consent, the Synod met at Fontenelle, June 11, 1874. 
the object of the meeting, as set forth in the call was to attend 
to the regular and ordinary business of the Synod, and the 
minutes show that much regular business was transacted and the 
meetings since then have been annual. 


Your Committee therefore finds that our Historian is cor- 
rect in saying that the date of organization was September 1, 
1871, and recommend his suggestion to change the date on our 
stationery from 1873 to 1871. . 


Also that our Historian be instructed to procure, for the 
Synod, a copy of the history of the Allegheny Synod when pub- 
lished. 


M. L. MELICK, 
0. D. BALTZLY, 
LUTHER M. KUHNS. 


Rev. C. N. Swihart, D. D., and Jos. H. Miller, M. D., 
were elected Trustees of Midland College for the terms 
of three years. 

Rev. J. A. McCullough addressed the Synod in his 
capacity as Superintendent of Nachusa Orphanage in 
the interest of that institution. 

Motion passed that we ask for an apportionment 
for Nachusa Orphanage next year. 

Rev. R. M. Badger and Mr. J. H. Humpe were elect- 
ed Trustees of Tabitha Home. 

Rev. W. T. Kahse was elected as representative to 
the Advisory Council of Home Missions and Church 
Extension. 


The Report of the Committee on Efficiency Chart 
was read and adopted, as follows: 
See also Appendix. 
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REPORT OF MEMBERSHIP AND BENEFICENCE CHART. 


We again prepared -nembership and beneficence chart and 
beg to submit the following to you. That the records of this 
Synod show that we have 53 congregations on our record. Of 
these 19 are first class churches, having paid their full benevol- 
ence and show a gain in communicant members. Seventeen are 
reported as second class congregations, either having paid 
their benevolence or show a gain in communicant membership. 
. Beventeen of these congregations are known as third class 
congregations, having neither a gain in communicant member- 
ship or their entire benevolence reported paid in full. 

We recommend that a zinc etching be made of this.chart 
and same be inserted in the minutes of Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. T. KAHSE. 


The following resolution of a committee of laymen 
was read and adopted. 


LAYMEN’S RESOLUTION. 


At a special meeting of the lay delegates to this 45th 
annual convention of the Synod of Nebraska, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted. 

WHEREAS, there are always some congregations which 
come to this Synod and report a failure to raise their full 
benevolence, we the lay delegates here present assume the 
responsibility of going back to our respective congregations and 
endeavoring to impress upon them the importance of this work, 
and to do all within our power to enable the pastor and delegate 
next year to come before this body of Synod and report our full 
apportionment met and if possible an excess. 


W. W. SENG, 
R. B. WELLER, 
Committee. 


_ The Report of the Committee on Absences and Ex- 
was read and adopted. See Synodical Roll. 
Motion passed that we have 1,500 copies of the 
minutes printed, and that they include the minutes of 
the W. H. & F. M. Society. 
On motion of C. R. Lowe, the Synod voted that 
next year all reports be presented in duplicate copies, 


one for, the use of the printer, and the other for the 
protocol. 
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The following Committee on the Organization of a 
Synodical Brotherhood was appointed: 

Rev. S. de Freese, Omaha. 

J. E. Sebastian, North Platte. 

F. W. Johnson, Omaha. 

Motion passed that Synod adjourn, and that the 
final adjournment take place at the close of the Sun- 
day evening service. 


SUNDAY SERVICES. 
MORNING. 


Sunday, October 14, 11:00 A. M. 


Rev. A. M. Reitzel preached the sermon on the sub- 
ject: “The Evangelical Principle of the Reformation.” 


EVENING. 
Sunday, October 14, 7:30 P. M. 


The Ordination sermon was preached by Rev. L. J. 
Powell, after which two young men, Earl Byers and 
William Hermann, were licensed to preach the gospel 
for one year, and one young man, John Christopher 
Hershey, was ordained to the office of the Christian 
Ministry. | 

‘The Forty-fifth Annual Convention of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska was then brought 
to a formal close. 


C. E. SPARKS, S. H. YERIAN, 


Secretary. President. 
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APPENDIX B—PAROCHIAL REPORT—Continued. 
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APPENDIX E—APPORTIONMENT FOR 1917-18. 
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